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Repairing Cracks 
Cracks may occur in any masonry or cementitious material, including magnesium oxychloride cements. The 
reasons for cracking are many and varied. The most common reasons are: 
 

1. Excessively dry lumber, which may expand after the cement has set. 
2. New lumber having an excessive moisture content. 
3. Improper subfloor support. 
4. Structural movement or settling. 
5. Too rapid drying of the magnesium oxychloride cement during installation. 

 
Desert Brand Flexible Crack Filler is recommended to repair cracks in magnesium oxychloride cement. When 
repairing cracks, there are several important steps to remember: 
 

1. Clean cracks thoroughly, removing all dirt and foreign matter. 
2. Moisten the cracks with water to satisfy the moisture demand of the surface to be filled. 
3. Apply Desert Brand Flexible Crack Filler by forcing it deeply into the crack with a spatula or broad 

knife. It is important to fill the crack fully in order to secure a proper bond. 
4. Use fiberglass tape to fill and bridge large open cracks. 

 

Thorough cleaning prior to resealing deck or stairway is of vital importance. It is necessary to remove all loose 
previous coatings, wax, dirt, grease, oil, or other foreign matter. Old loose coatings may be removed by 
scraping, followed by sanding, to produce a smooth surface. Scrubbing with a suitable detergent based floor 
cleaner will generally provide an adequate surface for resealing. After scrubbing, rinse thoroughly and allow to 
dry completely before applying sealer. 
 

Resealing 
From the aesthetic viewpoint, Desert Brand Sealers play an important role in maintaining the planned décor of 
a building. Desert Brand Sealers are generally used to maintain the original beauty of new installations. 
Pigmented Desert Brand Sealers are widely used to restore an even color to surfaces which have been 
repaired or stained. As a practical measure, Desert Brand Sealers aid in rendering the surface resistant to 
water penetration and staining. 
 

After thorough preparation of surface, apply an even coating of Desert Brand Classic Sealer with a brush or 
roller. Two coats may be necessary for complete coverage with 24-48 hours between coats. Depending on 
porosity, one gallon will cover approximately 350 to 450 square feet. It is strongly recommended that exposed 
areas be resealed every 18 months. 
 

Conditions of use such as amount of foot traffic, abrasion due to sand and grit, etc., will vary the necessity for 
resealing. Remember that sealing reduces the porosity of the surface and provides a surface which is more 
easily cleaned. 
 

CAUTION: To ensure a more slip resistant surface, we recommend the use of Desert Brand Silica Granules. 
Evenly broadcast the granules upon first wet coat of Desert Brand Classic Sealer. After 48 hours, sweep 
excess (unbonded) granules from surface with a clean push broom, followed by a topcoat application of Desert 
Brand Classic Sealer so as to encapsulate the granules. Allow to dry 8-24 hours prior to heavy traffic.      
 

Major Repairs of Magnesite 
Desert Brand Oxy Patch Kits are offered for the purpose of repairing damaged areas on decks and stair treads, 
nosings, and corners. These kits are available in 20 lb., 40 lb., and 75 lb. sizes and will cover approximately 5, 
10, and 20 square feet of area, respectively, at the normal average depth of 3/8 to 1/2 inch. Each kit contains 
two items, dry powder and gauging solution. Directions for use are enclosed in each package. 


